Pore-forming proteins in pathogenic protozoan parasites.
Pore-forming proteins (PFPs) may play important roles in pathogenesis by protozoan parasites by either directly damaging the plasma membrane of the host cells or ensuring intracellular survival of the parasites by promoting their exit from lysosomal vacuoles. The Leishmania amazonensis pore-forming cytolysin, leishporin, may play a crucial role in the pathogenesis of leishmaniasis.